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It pays to show up and to show up in excellence. Why? Because excellence cannot be ignored, 
believes Mischa Duffie. And she should know. 

For Duffie, it was a feature article assignment from Suite Life SoCal Magazine where she serves as a 
contributing writer that put her in conversation with the legendary broadcast journalist, Tavis Smiley. 
Although an avid listener of Smiley’s work for decades, what Duffie did not know prior to receiving the 
assignment was on Juneteenth 2020, Smiley had taken the giant leap of launching his own radio 
station, KBLA Talk 1580 AM. Yet, just eight weeks into his new venture, there she was on the phone 
delving into an exchange with Smiley that was so inspiring and so impressionable, it yielded an 
opportunity she never saw coming. 

Having been a human develop specialist for more than thirty years, an inspirational speaker for more 
than twenty-four years, a published author for seventeen years, and a talk show host in one format or 
another since 2009, delighting audiences with words was not new to this curator of meaningful 
conversation. She is known for the warmth of her energy and the bigness of her spirit. It was indeed 
this warmth and bigness that endeared Smiley to her, ultimately resulting in Smiley inviting Duffie to 
his Weekend Line-up.  

During the week, this award winning, retired human development specialist turned writer/broadcast 
journalist serves as a highly sought after book coach, collaborative writer, and diversity editor. Having 
published twenty-four of her own books, she then made the decision years ago to disrupt the frustration 
of aspiring authors by taking the guess work out of publishing.  

How brilliantly fitting then that Smiley would ask Duffie to center her show around talking to writers 
about writing. Explore the creative reckoning of writers is how she frames it. THE BACK STORY WITH 
MISCHA DUFFIE is what Duffie named her show. Celebrating the power of words and those who write 
them while elevating how stories cultivate connection and purpose is the intention of her show. Starting 
October 2, 2021, Duffie can be heard LIVE every Saturday and Sunday from 1-2pm PST on KBLA 
Talk 1580 right before Café Mocha.   

About her new endeavor, Duffie had this to say: “We never know how one opportunity is setting us up 
for our next opportunity. We don’t always see how using one gift can illuminate yet another gift. And 
we are often oblivious to who God will use to escort us to our next place of destiny. Therefore, it 
behooves us to always operate in excellence and to always be ready.”  
 
Learn more about Mischa Duffie at www.mischainspires.com and KBLA at www.kbla1580.com.  
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